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Secretary
Federal Communications
1919 M. Street NW
Washington DC 20554

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

•
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MAY -,:.

I am pleased to hear that you are re-examining your standards for
children's television programs. (MM Docket f 93-48)

As an educator, I am aware of'the negative impact that many of the
current programs have on the social development of young children.

I feel that shows depicting violence as a way to handle social
conflicts to be inappropriate for children. These types of shows
de-sensitize children to the real horrors of violence, and they re­
inforce anti-social behavior.

I feel that appropriate programs for children should involve one
(or alll) of the following elements: '

1.. wholesome entertainment (sing alongs, puppets,
magic shows, etc.)

2. story plots involving characters who solve
conflicts peacefully

3. educate and inform (about nature, other
cultures, etc.)

I consider the following programs to be examples of excellent
programs for children:

Reading Rainbow (PBS)
Shining Time Station (PBS)
Lambchop Play - Along (PBS)

Thank you for your efforts to improve the quality of children'S
television.
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Children's TV
MM Docket 93-48
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Room 222
1919 M. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Secretary:

DeCKET FILC cory ORIGINAL

21 Abberly Road
Thornton, Pennsylvania 19373

. May 3,1993
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I understand that you are considering "tougher" rules for children's television. Bravo!-·
assuming that "tougher" means enforcement of some code ofethics in children's (and even adult's)
teleVision entertainment where violence and cruel behavior is not glorified. As a parent of two young
children, ages five and three, I can tell you what a struggle it bas been for our family to adhere to our
principles ofpeaceable problem solving when the children are constantly receiving the message that
society's cultural norm is to solve problems through violence.

My husband and I do not allow our children to watch much television and we carefully screen
what they do watch. But, even at the young ages ofour children, they already receive great peer pressure
to watch shows such as the Ninja Turtles. Wben my son, Ben, entered kindergarten this year, it soon
became clear to him that be was not in sync with the culture of the other children because he did not
watch such shows. He begged and pleaded to watch Ninja Turtles. Finally, very rationally, he asked me
ifI bad ever seen the show. I had not So, he argued that he should be allowed to see it a few times and
that, if it proved to be too violent, then he would stop watching the show.

I permitted him to see it a few times. Ofcourse, his younger sister unavoidably viewed the shows
as well. There was, without a doubt, a very noticeable increase in the amount ofteasing and aggressive
bebavior between the cbildren after they viewed these shows. My son ,who had been carefully and
painstakingly taught not to bit his younger sister but to talk through his dift'erences with her, reverted to
hitting his sister immediately after watching one of these Ninja Turtle Shows. He had not intentionally
hit her for over a.year. Even his tone ofvoice mimicked the sarcastic tone used by these characters. My
daughter, too, became more aggressive. Naturally, my husband and I reminded the children that hitting
and teasing were not allowed, but after each viewing of these shows it seemed to take about two days
before the children returned to their normal behavior.

As a result ofthe obvious impact that shows depicting violent and rude behavior have on my
children, I no longer allow tbem to see these types 0(progmms. But, it is very hard for them to
understand why they can't watch the shows most, ifnot all, ofthe other children in the neighborhood
watch. It is most unfortunate that children who are taugbt that violence is not a solution to problems are
viewed by their peers as not part of the norm. Perhaps, ifchildren's entertainment was regulated in a wise
manner, the message children would glean from their viewing is that being nice to others is "cool" and
that "really powerful dudes" don't resort to violence when other methods of problem-solving are available.

No.~CI1(/IItI~ Sincerely,
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Children's TV MM Docket No. 93-48
Secretary Federal Commications
Room 222
.1919 M St. NW
Washington, D.C., 20554

Gentlemen:

~--
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MAY ., 199j
FCC MAIL ROOM

I am adamantly opposed to the VIOLENCE shown on the

Children's programs or any TV program. I am also concerned

with the exploitation and incessant portrayal of SEX -- even

to encouraging perverted sexual acts on TV programing.It seems

some programs are directed to entertain the deviants ~n-our world.

I realize one can turn the TV programs off and I do happily but

our young people are not experienced enough to differ from the

good and the bad. Their young minds are still searching and

they (I think) believe that if it is shown on TV it must be

right and/or appropriate.

The Children's programs should be advocating and

promoting p~eglamiR~~eharactersand incidents that encourage

respect for others, to teach them right from wrong, etc.

Theyshould be educational as well as striving to buildchatacter.

I further believe TV VIOLENCE is greatly responsibe for the

violence in the world today. VIOLENTS BEGETS VIOLENCE.

I am grateful and happy that you are making an effort

to influence, encourage better programming on our TV expecially

for our children.

Sincerely,

Agnes M. Westleder

140 Tioga Lane

Greenbra, CA 94904
.",
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April 1, 1993

Children's TV Notice of Inquiry
c/o Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission Room 222
1919 MStreet NW
Washington, DC 20554

I read with interest one of the requisites in The Children's Television
Act of 1990 where it requires stations to serve "the education and
informational needs of children" ages 16 and under "through the licensee's
overall programming, including programming specifically designed to serve
such needs."

I fail to see where the violence in some of the cartoon shows on TV serve
any educational function to children whatsoever, unless of course they can
pick up on tips on how to use weapons, how to be bullies, etc. I would
daresay that cartoon shows could stand to be toned down to be more
soothing to the mind than explosions, loudness, rowdiness, name-calling,
etc.

Children are a product of our environment and we can see what's happening
to it. We're all products of our environment and our social environment
has turned into one of a moneymaki ng status, "who gives a rat's beh ind
about our fellow man" (unless we can get something out of them) attitude.

There could be more shows on TV that portray a more gentle, kinder human
race than we now show. Not only in cartoons, but in sitcoms too. Some
topics on the talk shows are pretty outrageous, too.

These shows are an insult to the human race and networks must think we're
a bunch of gullible, mindless, clones. They should be showing more shows
encouraging children to stay in school, read more, be kinder to the ones
around them. life is fast paced and high charged enough without
encouragement from TV or advertising.

45030
- -

-
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Children's TV Notice
of Inquiry

FCC 93-123
c/o Office of the Secretary
Federal COmmunications Commission
Room 222
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC:

For years my involvement with children has been
writing and pUblishing children's books. I have three sons,
now aged 13, 16, and 20, so my perspective on children's t.v.
may be somewhat different than young parents of toddlers.

Over the years I have found that upon reflecting back,
what we have argued about most in our family has been related
to media presentations. Radio, television, movies and music
have all played a part. In the area of entertainment, we
have watched helplessly as a progression of disturbing trends
evolved. It's a far cry from Sesame Street.

As our sons got older, pressure from their friends
made them want to watch and listen to what was patently un­
acceptable to us. The argument to "just turn it off if you
don't like it" is utterly meaningless and simplistic. Whoever
came up with that one must live in isolation on an island somewhere.
For, indeed, we do not live in isolation. We interact daily
with others in our community. Our children communicate with
other children at school. When shows full of sex and violence
come on, the repercussions are far reaching. Even if we make sure
our children don't watch, their friends are only t~ eager to
pass along all the details on what they have seen. Our children
are inundated with unsolicited information at every turn. Like
air p61lution, it tlouches us all whether we want it to or not.

My children visit other children. When objectionable shows
come on, how do I know my sons aren't watching at a friends?
When the older boys go on school trips, how do I keep them from
watching objectionable movies on motel tv? When they trade

No. ote.,.. rec'd LJ
UWABCOE -



cassettes with friends and liseen via a walkman, how do
I know what they are listening to? When they go to bed and
turn on a radio, how do I keep them from hearing the trash
broadcast on late night radio? When they drive cars, how do
I keep them from hearing all the off color jokes and comments
made by D.J.s? If they babysit, do I call every family to
see what cable st'tilons they subscribe to? I often don't even­
know these parents. When they go to the movies, how do I
keep them from going into R-rated movies when greedy theatre
owners look the other wa~ and my sons' friends urge them to go
in? Since I can, in reality, do none of these things, I must
rely on those in a position to regulate for support. Lately,
I have not been able to count on that help.

Sadly, the children in our schools have become so
desensitized by what has become usual fare that they are
seeing and hearin~ that their first instinct is to spout
profanity and to settle matters with violence. One only
has to look at metal detectors in schools as evidence.
To cross an elementary playground, attend a sporting event,
or listen to the conversations of college students in class or
at a sporting event is to be bombarded with the most graphic
profanity. Where did they learn this, and how did they become
this way? I think the answer is quite clear with the lessening
of FCC regulations and strict standards.

Just moving a trashy program to later hours does not
protect children. They're up at all hours. Often they are
home sick and are subjected to some of the worse programming
around, soap operas and talk shows. The talk shows, in particular,
are an insult to the intelligence and decency in all of us. During
sweeps week our tv remains unplugged. I used to call and complain,
but nothing changed, so I gave up. I hope that the networks don't
take people's silence and lack of complaint as approval. No
matter how hard parents try, we just can't make these awful
and harmful programs go away.

To those who cry censorship, be advised that we censor
everyday. We continually pick and choose among programs
searching desperately for some uplifting and positive program
for our children to watch. As parents, we try to promote the
positive and eli~inate the negative, but we are overwhelmed by
the negative. It is no fun saying no to children. Why does the
media make it so hard to parent?



The networks should look to PBS for appropriate
children's programming. Eliminating sex, violence, and
profanity and substituting entertainment~.ithvalues
such as loyalty, honesty, fairness, love, respect and self­
respect, diligence, hard work and self-discipline and reliance,
would be a start. Let's have no more smart-mouth precocious
children outwitting their ignorant parents. The industry
can no longer afford to be irrespmnsible, value-neutral and
morally bankrupt. This generation will teach the next, and
I am embarrassed by what our generation has allowed to
happen to our children. If a child is a blank slate, and
that child is allowed to watch hour upon hour of tv, let's make
sure the slate becomes covered with meaningful, positive
writing, not the cynical, sleazy and outrageous fare now
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Comment to the F.C.C. in regard to Docket No. 93-48 from Peggy D~erlY, ~£)
10900 S. Kimball Br. Xing, Alpharetta, Georgia, 302q:L, (404ft~4- rg-,~I9IJ

May 5, 1993 ~~~
The enclosed letter I wrote to the Atlanta Constitution best reflects the frusJ?'ft'ions

I feel with the neglect of children's rights, especially concerning television programming.
One of my deepest concerns is as follows: If I, as a responsible parent, choose quality
children 1s programming why should my children be subjected unwillingly to commercials with
adult themes that are of sexual or violent nature. These commercials contaminate the entire
program. Young minds do not have the developmental capability to "tune ou~' inappropriate
commercials. At some ages, children think that these ads are part of the program.

A family or children's show cannot be suitable for children if the context of it's com­
mercials a~ inappropriate for the children. The following are but a few examples:

2-2-93 Visual Rape - Looking Through the Peephole
This showed a woman undressing and a couple kissing while some­
one was watching through a peephole. The narrator said,"When
you think you are alone, someone could be watching."

FCC MAlL BRANCH 2-16-93 What some people really do to you in the morge.

2-2)-93 Unsolved Mysteries in Georgia. (Murderers on the loose and
ghosts roaming the college campus)

TBS/17 - The station that has the motto" A Great Place for Kids".

2-15-93 7:16 A.M. during''I'om & Jerry Girtoon~ a Ray Stevens video
was advertised showing a nude streaker playing basketball
and also an old man asking someone on the phone if they were
naked.

2-17-93 9:00 AM during "lLittle House on the Praire" a promotion for a
movie "HollywOOd Waves" showed two naked adults in a pool and
Suzanne Sommers half-dressed.

W3NX/46 - During Janurary and"i.eb., 193 at 6:30 during "Full House", commericals from
Heath Prevention Magazine aired advertising books claiming remedies
for sexual fulfillment and claims that some medicines inhibit sex live.
Commercials promoting ADT security systems were also aired. Their in­
tent were to frighten viewers fnto purchasing there product because
"the robbers will get you if you don't have our system.

1-27-93 6:30 PM during "Full House" an ad ran to prorrote an upcoming
episode of "Designing Women". The question "What is sex?" was
asked and the response was that it had something to do with
premature ejaculations, orgas ms and the erroneous zone.

WAGA/5/CBS - 2- 6-93 7:30 AM during Saturday morning cartoons there was an ad for
the local news show "Good Morning Atlanta" discussing human
sexuality.

2-20-93 8:15 AM a frightening investigative report commercial about crime
called "Fear in the Suburbs" aired during "Fievels American Tail
Cartoons".

~. of Copies rec'd~
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It is your obligaion as a regulating corrmission to restrict such corrmercials from
children's prograrmri.ng. Surely, with 128.4 million dollars in your budget the$ injustices
to children can be stopPed by enforcing the rules established by the FCC and revoking
local broadcasters licences. Policing these local stations only once every 5 years is
totally unacceptable. As soon as a rule has been broken, punitive action must take place.

A practical solution would be to impose a ban on commercials that are detrimental to
the well-being of children. This has been successful in the ban of T.V. advertising of
cigarettes and other products deemed "unhealthful".

A regulations and review board made up of experts in the fields of child development
and child psychology could develop guidelines for commercials and children's programs
so that children are protected from adult themes that would be detrimental to their psycho­
logical and emotional well-being. This board would professionally determine what programs
and commercials fall under this ban.

A law that should come into practice must be that a television must be sold with a
lock box so that children during unsupervised times will not be subjected to inappropriate
material.

In summary, the following suggestions to the FCC are made in order to assure that all
facets of children's and family programming, inclUding commercials, are appropriate for
young viewers:

Stictly enforce FCC regulations on the local broadcast level and act immediately.

Develop national guidelines that ban networks and local stations from producing
and/or broadcasting commercials and programs deemed unhealthy for children, during
the shows in which children are expected to be part of the audience.

Compile a panel of experts to develop guidelines for regulation and review.

Enforce a law that all television sold must be sold with a lock box.

As a parent, I have the right, as so does my children,· to be assured that when a program
is SPeCifically designed for a child or an entire family, that my children will not vi~
anything harmful to their well-being.

The FCC holds the key for positive change and justice. For the sake of the children
and society use your POWer wisely.

I look forward to your timely response.

P.S. The concerns for our children and our society muS: overide the concern of networks
advertisers and businesses for their profits.



THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILO
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P.O. Box 4689
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10900 S Kimball Br Crossing
Alpharetta, GA. 30202
April 22, 1993
664-7972

REe!IV~D

MAY'·

FCC MAlL BRANCH
What gives some businesses the right to expose children unwillingly to

adult subject matter that is totally inappropriate for their viewing? Examples
of this injustice are commonplace throughout our local communities. At the
grocery checkout counters, children are bombarded with provocative magazine
covers displayed at their eye level. Our public roadways are dotted with risque
billboards advertising nude dance clubs. Our public libraries have adult
literature shelved alongside books for elementary aged children. Even in our
homes children are not safeguarded; because during "family" television programs,
they are likely to see commercials of a sexual or violent nature. These are but
a few examples of the negative influences our children are needlessly subjected
to daily.

So now we must ask ourselves two important questions; "Why have I tolerated
this disregard for the rights of children?" and "As a responsible adult, what
action will I take to protect their rights?"

I seriously challenge you to view the world through the eyes of a child.
You will be shocked! If what you see disgusts you, TAKE ACTION! We cannot depend
on commercial enterprises to change without public pressure. Their interests lie
in their profits, not in the well-being of our children. State your concerns to
management, government officials, and local broadcasters.

At times, I have experienced success with my advocacy for children rights
just by making one phone call or bringing the issue to the attention of the
person in charge. Other times, management tells me they cannot change because
it would affect profits or that I am the only one who has complained, so why
change? I have more faith in the adults of this community to know there are many
of us who want to see the rights of children protected. We are sending the wrong
message if we remain silent and allow the decision-makers to assume we approve
the display of inappropriate material to our youth. The message of our
complacency only leaves confusing impressions on young minds as to what is
acceptable and unacceptable. This undermines our efforts to uphold good values
within our children and our society. Our children's simple innocence is fading
much too fast.

It is important to note that I am NOT promoting censorship! I am advocating
that where ever children might be present, unsuitable adult themes be restricted
- be it TV, magazines, or advertising. A perfect example of this can be found
at Harry'S Market in Alpharetta. Magazines are placed in a separate section away
from the general flow of traffic so that one must choose to go to that section.

For the sake of our children and their future impact on society, speak up!
If we choose not, we become part of the blame in allowing this injustice to
continue. WHAT WE PLANT TODAY, WE HARVEST TOMORROW!

Sincerely,

Peggy Dunkerly


